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DIVISION.OF .INVESTIGATION 
U. S.. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

. ' : Laboratory Report - 


# 3089. 


.Case;-: JMtfte?? *0ft*£ to. fSSgpU?' Wa4&&B> Number; 

/ addreassa to the Ifdlior oftha St* Louis* 

SbSf Blspatcfu ■ : • ■ ' . - ’ - :* ’* ' . 
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St© Louis, Mo* 


H&ifcbr of -bPo St* LbUls, J?o&t Diopabdh^ 


This letter is in no way construed to place ro&e.s of* compli** 

" ments on the Editor * s* Staff of the St© Louis Post Dispatch# Xt is on 
the contrary a XettOr of criticism long over-due. . , 

My observations over all lines of business, regardless or 
wliat "branch, is represented, proves without doubt that the word ethics 
has “been removed, and X don f *b mean to omit the St© Louis Dispatch, or— - 
the St« Louis, Star ‘Times© - ^ . 

My understanding (although limited) of 'the duties of reporter©* 
is to get the news, such as a man hi ting .a. dog,' etc©, “but it is, time- — *• 
that a hoard of censorship he appointed to pass on any of the blundering 
news that are published, thwarting the conscientiousness of the "law 

forcing agent3© * 1 *_ • ' . 

Let us start in v/ith your" newspaper aa. a. whole* The Friday edi«* 
tibn consists generally of about 30 pages ©This amount of newspaper, or 
rubbish is very beneficial where a furnace fire is started on cola morn- 
ings*, or for spreading out over.’ the ground - on picnics© Starting with' the 
first page, there arc never less than a dozen mis-spelled words through- 
out the paper© Quotation marks, dollar signs, fractions, etc©,- frequent- 
ly are found making up the structure of a word© In some instances the 
improper heading is inserted; over a -news item -which has no hearing© Hot 
infrequently s.re apologies made in your paper 'retracting statements made 
where articles were printed without foundation in earliei? editions© 

Could this h© the result of your hast<Q In putting your paper 
on the street ahead of your * competitor, or to the slipshod attitude 
taken by your proof-readers, or type— setters? Your reporters, no doubt 
always on the alert have e nt the sense to realize, their meddlesome and 
% 7 ayward activities^ X* am making, no 'hones in saying that their attitude 
is below that of a buzzard v/aiting for a dying animal to take a. last 

breath© ■ . * ■ * • ' ’ • 1 • • v. - 

a?h© results of your efforts therefore, not to be out done by 
your competitor, who likewise has reporters, editors, proof-readers, 
type-setters, etc©, bungling and retarding the activities of our police, 
whose duties- could, ^and would be better , handled Without ■ any . unsolicited 
assistance of - your newspapers©' " . ' _ . _ 

Could there be any connection- between your selves and the crim- 
inals that are tipped off “by your so called news items? On .December 20th 
1934, as your story reads, two . Oets of auto • tags ^/ere reported jniasipg 
from a shipment made to the State License Office in St© Louis from the 
penitentiary at Jefferson City© X am stir e' you missed an opportuni ty d of 
running an. h Fxtra n as this wotild fall' in line with -Sensational news, 
which seems to have been . adopted as your’ policy*. . . ' 

Xf the police have been able to . keep this a secret from Pec© 
00th to Jan* 4 th, is there one reason. in a’ fchottsahd .that ypuh paper * 
should make -sensational “news of It? Give the. lav? enforcing bodies a 
break, and they can bring results* Assuming that two sets were stolen 
out of the thousand sets in a series, and the remaining sets left un- 
sold for the present, would it not have been easier to inform each and 
every officer of the law to be on the alert for two .sets of plates, the 
beginning numerals -335~ than to give the criminals a tip-off to destroy 

these two sets? “ * « 

Tour intelligence in matters of Uhls kind, and they are 
numerous, makes it . necessary to have a system similar to the one used 
bv the government during the world war, when every communication was 
subject to rigid censorship© Government Legislation. (if necessary; 

^ qu id _.b Q , o nac tad to e c t© . _ . ., >;v \ r .^ ^3 

c Xours trulyV 



F*S© Am signing* this letter Anonymous for reasons bq sir known^ to my- 
self, bov/over X am sending copies to the Chipf of Police Of St© Louis, 
one to the poar# of Alderman, one to the Better Business Bureau, ono ,> 
to the Department of Government Agents headed by *X© Edgar Hoover, and 
others as X soffit, as X know you would not -print & 3.ett er like this© 
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